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ARAN ENCOURAG
CHURCHO

by Rev. David G. Berg

Did you hear about the woman
who brought her new baby to
the office. She also had her 7-
year-old son with her. Everyone
gathered around the baby, and
the little boy asked, "Mommy,
can | have some money to buy
a soda?"

"What do you say?" she asked.
Everyone expected him to say,
"Please may | have some
money to buy a soda?"

Continuedon page3
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1 You are encouraged to

attend the Pancake supper!

2 New Council underway

4 Altar Flower Sponsors
needed

5 Ash Wednesday i Feb. 22
Let us pray

7 Got Doubts?
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rove, Jesday

Come to Gl en
Fellowship Hall on
Tuesday, February 21
at 6:00 p.m.
for the annual Pancake
Supper!

Eat delicious pancakes and
other goodies, cooked by
the oMen of
enjoy the company of your
friends, family, and
neighbors.

No cost for the meal o
freewill donations only!
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The Glen Guiding Light is
a free monthly newsletter
published by Glen Lutheran
Church, an individual
congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Its purpose is to inform
members and other interested
parties of the events and
programs of this congregation.
It also serves as a primary
evangelism tool to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the
greater community.

Its authors & contributors
include various staff &
members of the church.

We can be contacted at the
address on our back cover, by
phone at 410-766-6534 or
through email at
office@glenlutheran.org.

The Staff & Council of Glen
Lutheran Church:

Rev. David G. Berg , Pastor
Dieter Scheugenpflug , Council
President

Skip A ardrup , Property

Debby Fisher, Council Secretary
Vanessa Cochran , Worship
Mike Long , Education

Mike Gorsuch , Financial
Secretary

Ray Antal

Cathy Clevenger

Earl Clevenger

Beverly Bell

Carol Peters

Council News

FOUR NEW MEMBERS ADDED
TO CHURCH COUNCIL

Vanessa Cochran elected to secon
consecutive council term; Diete
Scheugenpflug reelectedas
Congregational President.

Our church council has been
increased by four new members:
Ray Antal and Earl Clevengerwere
elected at the Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 29,
2012, and Beverly Belland K athy
Clevengerwere appointed to vacant,
but unexpired, council terms at the
February 4, 2012 Council
Organizational Meeting.

This brings our total council
membership, excluding Pastor Berg,
to eleven lay members. (David
Long, former publicity chairhas
submited his resignation Our
church constitutional requirement of
at least ten lay members has now
been met.

The 2012 Counci l
business fiat their first regular
council meeting on Tuesday,
February 7 at 7:00 p.m Coming
Next Issue:a list of committee heads
andcouncilgoals for this year.
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What he said was this: "You're thin and beautiful.”
The woman reached in her purse and gave her son the money.

We all need encouragement, don't we? And so do the people we live
with, the people we work with, the people we meet each day.

My great prayer for Glen Lutheran Church is that we will become an
encouraging church. Little people tear others down. Little people
abuse others and take advantage of them. | pray that as a
congregation we will resolve to be a place where people find positive
affirmations.

Eric "The Swimmer" Moussambani of Equatorial Guinea was an
unlikely hero of the Sydney Olympic Games. The 22-year-old African
had only learned to swim the January before. He had only practiced
in a 20 meter pool without lane markers, and had never raced more
than 50 meters. By special invitation of the International Olympic
Committee, under a special program that permits poorer countries to
participate even though their athletes don't meet customary
standards, he had been entered in the 100 meter men's freestyle.

When the other two swimmers in his heat were disqualified because
of false starts, Moussambani was forced to swim alone. Eric
Moussambani was, to use the words of an AP story about his race,
"charmingly inept." He never put his head under the water's surface
and flailed wildly to stay afloat. With ten meters left to the wall, he
virtually came to a stop. Some spectators thought he might drown!
Even though his time was over a minute slower than what he would
need to qualify for the next level of competition, the capacity crowd
at the Olympic Aquatic Center stood to their feet and cheered Eric
on.

After what seemed like an eternity, this young African athlete
reached the wall and hung on for dear life. When he had caught his
breath and regained his composure, the French-speaking
Moussambani said through an interpreter, "l want to send hugs and
kisses to the crowd. It was their cheering that kept me going."

| like that. It was the cheering of the crowd that kept him going.
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Wouldn't it be nice if one of our young people could say late in life, "It
was the cheering of Glen Lutheran Church that kept me going?"
Wouldn't it be great if a person who has been through a terrible
illness could report later, "It was the cheering of Glen Lutheran
Church that kept me going?" Would you pardon me if | say in all
humility to you that when my term as your pastor is finished, | would
like to be able to say, "It was the cheering of Glen Lutheran Church
that kept me going?"

In 1% Corinthians 8, St. Paul tells us that knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up. We have many smart, well-educated people in our
congregation, educated formally in our school system, or educated in
the School of Hard Knocks, and we're thankful for both. Knowledge is
much to be preferred over ignorance. But that will not make us a
great church. What will make us a great church is when we become a
church of encouragers, building one another up with the love of
Christ.

Traditionally, we have had live, fresh
flowers on our altar each week. Live
flowers symbolize the beauty of
creation: life, joy, human frailty & our
need for Christ. (All people are grass
and their constancy is like the flower
t | of the field. The grass withers, the
bl .uam‘ { flower fades i Isaiah 40:6-7).

&) | Artificial flowers, though attractive, do
%@ %WM not invoke this same symbolism.

Due to the expense however, it was decided not to fund weekly
altar flowers as part of the 2012 budget. Instead, members and
friends of Glen Lutheran are invited to sponsor the altar flowers
each week. Those who donate can dedicate the flowers in honor
of or memory of a person or special occasion, and the dedication
will appear in the weekly bulletin.

Sponsoring the flowers is easy T just sign up on the sheet in the
Narthex or call the church office (cost is $12.50 for one vase or
$25.00 for two).

Questions? Give the church office a call i 410-766-6534.
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Traditionally, the Christian
church has observed the seven
weeks before Easter as a time
of penitence and spiritual self -
examination.

Ash Wednesday, which marks
the beginning of Lent, derives
its name from the ancient
practice of marking the
foreheads of worshipers with
ashes from the unused palm

we @Y branches of the previous year.
Ashes historically have had a dual significance.

First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job,
in the midst of all his troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap

The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a reminder of our
mortality. Each of us faces the inevitability of physical death. Our
bodies and material possessions eventually will turn to dust and
ashes. This is a reminder that we dare not trust in thing s that
crumble. But Lent does not leave us on the ash heap. It begins with
Ash Wednesday, but ends with Easter. And Easter proclaims that,
through Christ, God resurrects us from our dust and ashes, makes us
new creatures and brings life out of death!

Ash Wednesday Worship
With the Imposition of Ashes

Wednesday
February 22, 2012
7:30 p.m.
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N 3 iy, In last month& Guiding Light, |
talked about the importance of
being a freflection of God& lighto
- : 9 ' and of being involved in our
o)

o S church if we want it to thrive.
v

In this month& cover article by
V I S l O N Pastor Berg, he talks about the

importance of encouragement in
the church 1 also needed if we want to thrive as a congregation.

I@ like to also emphasize once again the most important, but often
overlooked, aspect of a thriving congregation i prayer. How
important is prayer in God& eyes? One online source says it is
mentioned over 500 times in the bible, but following are just two
examples that tell us what God wants us to know: In1
Thessalonians 5:17, we are instructed to fpray without ceasinga
In James 5:16, we read that fervent or earnest, prayer has great
power and produces wonderful results. (New Living Translation)

So, if prayer is so important, how often are we doing it? REALLY?
I would like to challenge every person who reads this article to
make prayer a top priority this month, and all through the
upcoming season of Lent. Pray for all the usual things that you
might pray for, and please pray for those on our prayer list, but
also, dond forget to pray for Pastor Berg, our church council, our
community, and our congregation. Pray that God shows us his
will, and pray that we are humble enough to do his will when he
shows it to us. In other words, pray for his Vision and Mission to
be clear and fulfilled in this church, at this time.

Vision and Mission
@rainstorming 6Session

Sunday, February 26, 2012
During the fellowship hour

Please pray, a ttend, and bring your thoughts on Glen &
mission and vision for  the futur e!
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THE REASON FOR GOD:
CONVERSATIONS ON FAITH AND LIFE

Five-Week Lenten Series to Deal with
Common Objections to Christianity

Based on the New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God:
Belief in an Age of Skepticism, our Lenten series will feature videos of
live and unscripted conversations Pastor Timothy Keller of New York

with a group of young adults that address their doubts and objections

to Christianity. Using literature, philosophy, real-life experiences and

the Bible, Keller and the group explore the truth of our faith.

We will begin our Wednesday nights with soup and dessert at 6:30 in
Good Shepherd Hall and then adjourn to the Upper Room at 7:30 for
the video presentation with questions and discussion.

Topics covered will include:

February 29 Al snét the Bible a Myt
AfiHasnodét Science Dispradg
March 7 iHow Can You Say Ther ¢
God?0
AWhat about nst?théer Rel.i
March 14 AWhat Gives You the Ri
Live
My Life?0
AWhy Are There So Many
March 21 iWhy Does God All ow Su
AWhy | s There So Much
March 28 AiWhy | s the Church Restg
Injustic e ? 0
Awhy Are Christians Su
Wonét you join us? Even consi der
are needed!
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